FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
the British public takes it. It not only excites no
alarm or regret, but passes almost without notice.
No party makes any attempt to resist it or stop
it; no one so much as troubles even to ask an
awkward question in Parliament about its prog-
ress. The whole nation appears to be blind to
what is going on.
i. THE STATUTE OF WESTMINSTER
Legally, and perhaps politically, the most
important step that has yet been taken to dis-
integrate the Empire is the passing of what is
known as the Statute of Westminster, which was
the first use made by the National Government
of its unparalleled triumph in the General Election
of 1931. Moreover, this strange statute was passed
without debate and without opposition, being
represented as a mere consequence of agreements
reached by the Imperial Conference of 1930.
Yet actually its gist was to revolutionize the rela-
tions between the British Parliament and those
of the Dominions. Until 1931 the mother of
Parliaments had retained the right to act on behalf
of the whole Empire in foreign affairs, and
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